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dents and work-related diseases such as those 
stemming from contact with asbestos.?? 

Despite the housing boom, many people have 
no access to social or affordable housing, never 
mind a mortgage. It’s worth remembering that 
it’s ordinary workers and not property develop- 
ers who actually go and build the houses. 

What can be done? Firstly, the thousands of 
empty properties across the North could be 
immediately brought into use and provided to 
those in need. This requires building a move- 
ment from below as it would be futile to rely on 
the promises our MLAs, many of them are 
actually landlords themselves. Such a grass- 
roots movement can only be built from below 
and would link fighting tenant and workplace 
groups using direct action that will force the 
Government to capitulate. After all, decent 


housing should be a basic right and everyone 
should be able to live in a decent level of com- 
fort. We shouldn’t have to support a small class 
of parasites who live off the labour of others 
due to their private ownership of a resource 
they didn't do anything to create, and don't even 
use themselves. ?? 

In an anarchist society socialised ownership of 
housing maintained and run by a federation of 
community/workplace assemblies would allow 
for people to take control over their own 
homes; existing owner-occupiers would be able 
to keep their houses without paying out tens of 
thousands to banks, and the only people who'd 
lose out would be the capitalists and landlords 
but even they'd have somewhere to live.?? 

Sean Matthews 


The Thicker V\ing of the RJing Class 



Senior members of the 
DUP have been busy 
embarrassing themselves 
over the last few weeks. 
Comments by Ian Paisley 
Jr that the PSNI should 
shoot dissident republi- 
cans on sight indicate the 
ingrained right-wing 
stance of the party. 
Meanwhile his colleagues 
have been outdoing him 
in making their party a 
laughing stock. Iris 
Robinson repeatedly put 
her foot in it by describing 
homosexuality as an 
abomination while Edwin 
Poots and Meryvn Storey 
clambered somewhere 
back to the bronze age in 
their bid to have 
Christian creationism 
taught in science class. 

The purpose of schools is to 
educate kids. Teaching them 
stuff that is true would seem to 
be an obvious place to start. 
After all, we don't tell them 
that 2+2 = 5. We don't tell 
teenagers that Santa Claus 
really exists. Anything that 
even remotely hints that the 
earth is 6,000 years old or that 
evolution is anything other 
than biological fact is on a 
similar level of idiocy. So, in 
the 21st century, it's a bit odd, 
to hear ministers advocate cre- 
ationism be taught in schools. 


It needs to be clearly said that 
evolution is accepted as being 
an outstandingly supported 
idea. Poots and Storey talk 
about equality of access for 
various theories. Presumably 
they will support the teaching 
that the earth is flat. 

Lest there be any confusion 
that Protestant fundamental- 
ism has a monopoly on twad- 
dle, it's worth stating that the 
Catholic Church isn't any bet- 
ter. Although a little more 
sophisticated when it comes to 
dodging the implications of 
evolution, they still make 
every effort to ensure that they 
run nearly half the schools in 
the North and over 90% of 
those in the South. In effect 
that amounts to a daily propa- 
ganda session for doctrines 
that have zero basis in reality. 


Not exactly a quality 21st cen- 
tury education. 

The DUP are the child of fun- 
damentalist Christianity. Their 
very loyalty to the British 
Crown was based squarely on 
the State's historic support of 
Protestant domination. You 
might think this is a pretty stu- 
pid - and increasingly irrele- 
vant - way to govern any soci- 
ety. And you'd be right. Apart 
from the grotesque sectarian- 
ism that such politics 
inevitably fosters - it's not as if 
a few centuries of discrimina- 
tion was due to a few bad 
apples - running a modern 
society on the basis of a 
bronze age text book is not a 
recipe for blinding success. 

James O'Brien 



Anarchist Organisations 

Workers Solidarity Movement 
PO Box 1528, Dublin 8 
www.wsm.ie 

wsm_ireland@y ahoo . com 

corkwsm@gmail.com 

belfastwsm@yahoo.com 

Revolutionary Anarcha-Feminist 
Group 

P.O. Box 10785, Dublin 1 
www.ragdublin.org 

Organise! 

PO Box 505, Belfast, BT12 6BQ 
http://organiseireland.blogspot.com 

Libertarian Networks 

Indymedia Ireland 

The place to find Irish campaign 

news 

www.indymedia.ie 

CAZ 

Radical bookshop and social space 
61 Barrack Street, Cork City 
centraladminzone@gmail.com 

Seomra Spraoi 

Dublin social centre, reopening 
shortly at 113 Cork Street. 
www.seomraspraoi.blogspot.com 

Revolt Video 
Radical video collective 

http://revoltvideo.blogspot.com 

Campaigning Groups 

Shell to Sea 

Campaign to move Shell’s gas 
pipeline offshore from Co. Mayo 
www.shelltosea.com 

Hands Off the People of Iran 
Anti-imperialist network for soli- 
darity with Iranian trade unions and 
the womenis rights movement. 
www.hopoi.org 

Choice Ireland 

Abortion rights action group 

choiceireland@gmail.com 

Residents Against Racism 
Opposing racism & deportations 
24-hour helpline: 087-666 2060 

Anti-War Ireland 

Democratic anti-war organisation 

www. antwarir eland . org 

Anarchist Black Cross (Belfast) 
Assists class war prisoners 
worldwide 

www.myspace.com/belfastabc 



The Irish navy gunboat, the LE Orla has 
been mobilized in the latest escalation of the 
standoff between Shell, the Irish state and 
Shell to Sea campaigners in County Mayo. 
The standoff comes after a relatively quiet 
period in the campaign and centers on 
attempts by campaigners to halt Shell's pipe- 
laying work in Broadhaven Bay and on 
Glengad beach, where Shell intend to bring 
their high-pressure gas pipeline ashore. The 
Irish navy gunboat has been called in after a 
request by Gardai and will support Garda 
facilitation of the Shell's works in the bay. 

For campaigners on the ground the presence of 
the LE Orla, an ex British gunship, in 
Broadhaven Bay is yet another example of the 
Irish state's commitment to protecting Shell's dis- 
credited Corrib project at their expense. 
Spokesperson for local opponents of the Corrib 
project Pobal Cill Chomain, John Monaghan 


said "The navy coming in shows what the State 
intends to do. They literally want to crush any 
opposition to their botched plans for the Corrib 
project." 

The current standoff began at the end of July 
when 13 local people were arrested for demand- 
ing that Shell produce proof of permission for 
work at Glengad, at what is a public beach and 
special area of conservation, and for interrupting 
Shell's work when they could not produce the 
proof of permission. Numerous campaigners 
have since been arrested in the recent series of 
protests with opponents of the project blocking 
dredging activity in the bay with inflatable 
dinghies and occupying Shell's compound near 
the beach at Glengad. Local Fishermen have 
been keeping around the clock watch on their 
lobster pots which Shell had attempted to 
remove earlier without permission. Pickets and 
blockades of Shell's compound at Glengad have 


been met with the familiar Garda heavy-handed- 
ness witnessed at the gates of the refinery site at 
Bellanaboy over the last two years. 

Shell's arrogant disregard to the rights of local 
community and the Irish state's support for Shell 
in the form of Garda and navy backing contin- 
ues. An overall awareness that this is not a local- 
ized issue but an attack on the right of people to 
the collective ownership of the natural resources 
is necessary. Profit hungry large corporations 
such as Shell has nothing to offer to local com- 
munities as they make billions from these ener- 
gy sources as ordinary workers struggle to pay 
their gas bills. 

Updates on the struggle against Shell in Mayo 
can be found at www. indymedia. ie or www.shell- 
tosea.com 


VWiy can’t socialists get together? 


The Irish Socialist 
Network is talking to a 
half dozen other groups 
about unity. The Socialist 
Workers Party, always in 
a hurry, simply wants 
everyone else to join their 
People Before Profit cre- 
ation. Every few years we 
see the same game played, 
"why won't the Judean 
Peoples Front join the 
Judean Popular Front?" 

Across the sea the Scottish 
Socialist Party and George 
Galloway's RESPECT coali- 
tion were the latest examples of 
'socialist unity'. Both ripped 
themselves asunder as massive 
egos fought to be leaders of 
small parties. 

Interestingly, after these disas- 
ters, there is no discussion 


about what sort of 'socialism' all 
this effort is in aid of. Nobody is 
asking the most important 
question - what do we mean by 
'socialism'? 

Should the country be ruled by 
a parliament, by workers' coun- 
cils or even by a one party dic- 
tatorship? Should it be old-style 
left Labour or libertarian social- 
ism? Should it be sympathetic 
to the regime in Cuba, or even 
to the totalitarian Stalinist 
dynasty in North Korea? 
Where would freedom fit into 
things? 

Anarchists have a good record 
of working alongside others to 
win whatever victories are 
presently possible and of using 
methods that encourage work- 
ing class self-confidence rather 


than reliance on personalities or 
leaders. 

However when it comes to the 
proposals for 'left unity' we 
need to look at what is on the 
table - most immediately it's an 
alliance for the 26 county local 
elections next summer. 

The failure of the left in the last 
century was, to a very large 
extent, that it adopted the politi- 
cal organisation of capitalism in 
promoting a system of choos- 
ing some person or party to 
govern the working class. 

This emphasis on leaders and 
parties is also a legacy of the 
failure of 20th century 'social- 
ism'. Let us not forget that prac- 
tically all of this left takes its 
inspiration from the Bolshevik 


party and its state capitalist dic- 
tatorship in the old Soviet 
Union. What we need today is 
not some sort of united front of 
existing minor parties, but 
rather a break with that whole 
methodology. 

Most importantly, real social- 
ism is inseparable from free- 
dom and direct democracy. 
Freedom to speak, to discuss, to 
travel, to organise, to take con- 
trol of our own lives. All those 
effected by a decision should 
have the opportunity of taking 
part in making that decision. 
We reject as contrary to our 
political project any vision of 
socialism that does not explicit- 
ly oppose the division of people 
into rulers and ruled. 

Joe King 





